I

quality and ti mr.‘_hnr;?s Q fthei r_prl [‘ned information, butalso. and perhaps more, on the
offectiveness oftheir web presence

Appropriate measures .\‘hg‘uld betaken. Websites mustbe builtand maintained by
Pmt'essioﬂﬂlb'- Tlluft'g shouldbe, lrf atall posstble. dcontinuous monitoring system of user
«tisfaction and visitors' browsing behaviour. This for the purpose of easing access to
;mpulm'ltcnu.‘notjn gsignsofapparentuser conﬁlisioq,‘and general continuous improvement
of the site. If dynamic access to databases is offered, such applications should be
reasonably bug-free and have reached sufficientmaturity. Launchin gahigh-technology
service that generates numerous disappointed users brings benefits tono one. The need
tomaintamna fullrange otup-to-date ICT capabilities, including webskills, inanenvironment
wheresuchqualities are inhigh demand, is aburden to many national statistical agencies.
Outsourcing can be a solution, but since information dissemination is a core activity of
official statistics, itisnotan obvious alternative.

Asanasideitmaybe mentioned here that the Internet offers excellentpossibilities
todisseminate and retrieve international standards and guidelines forstatistical work. An
example is the classifications server RAMON developed by Eurostat.

Asthemass ofreadily accessible statistical information increases, there is urgent
need to improve the protection of individual information provided by persons or
establishments, using techniques known as statistical disclosure control. The odds here
couldbeshifting inanunfavourable direction, since statisticians need to provide more
information faster, whileill-intentioned users attempting to filterout sensitive information
haveaccess to evermore powerful analytical computertools, and time on their side. It
has become impractical to visually inspect each table or data cube (see below) for
potential risks, butautomatic screening toolsare coming to therescue. These will suppress,
combine, or otherwise obscure potentially risky cell values.

Thelistofcensus websites at the end of this paper provides ample opportunity to
explore various countries efforts.

Information dissemination on non-rewritable high-capacity mediaalso remains an
Important delivery channel, especially for massive data thatisnothighly time-sensitive,
suchasmost census information. Censuses nowadays routinely resultin the production
ofmany CD's, and the first DVD products of much highercapacity have appeared. Data
structures on CD-ROM and those underlying a website can have much in common,
ncluding the use ofbrowsingthroughhyperlinks. Parallel development ofthe applications
sanefficient way to benefit from that.

~ Storage of census data ina "warehouse" structure favours ts use in conjunction
Withother statistical information keptthere. Thisis strictly speakingnotacensusissue,
Sinceitaddresses the broader subjectofstatistical informationmanagement. A warehouse
Mightconsist of anumber of data cubes, n-dimensional spaces where one dimension

. Consists of observations, the others are selection dimensions. Inasimple example dealing
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