3. DESCRIPTION OF NATIONAL STATISTICAL SYSTEM (NSS)
· Key documents describing the decision making process for plans and priorities within NSS like Work Programme (*), Annual Reports (*), Strategic  plans (*)
The National Statistical Programme is one of the most important annual documents, which describes priority subject-matter areas and surveys, proposed by the NSI and Other National Authorities. The NSP and the statistical outputs reflect properly and continuously the most important information needs for the country. Since these needs evolve over time, a process for continuously reviewing programs in the light of user needs and making necessary adjustments is essential. There have to be put in place processes that monitor the relevance of existing programme, that identify new or emerging information gaps that the current programme is not filling. That leads to discussion and change of the programme in terms of relevance of the programme to users’ needs. NSS has faced the challenge to balance diverse and sometimes contradictory needs of current and potential users.

The surveys and activities included in the National Statistical Programme satisfy in the best possible way the main and most important statistical information needs, within the given resources. 
The National Statistical Programme for 2014 is elaborated in accordance with Chapter Three of the Law on Statistics. The programme includes Plan for activity of National Statistical Institute (NSI) and the Plans for statistical activities of the Bodies of Statistics.

According to the Law on Statistics, Article 16 paragraph 1, the funds necessary for the implementation of the National Statistical Programme are provided from the State Budget and from direct financial contribution (grant funds) from Eurostat and other bodies and organisations and are specified apart from the funds for maintenance of the National Statistical Institute. The Law on State Budget of the Republic of Bulgaria for 2014, published in State Gazette Issue 109/20.12.2013, specifies 18 185 600 BGN for costs, of which 15 355 600 BGN for current costs in the NSI's Budget for 2014. The funding amounts to 14 070 812 BGN for regular surveys, 816 516 BGN for new surveys and activities, and 468 272 BGN for contracts for grants.

 The plans for statistical activities of the Bodies of Statistics in 2014 are financed from the budgets of the respective institutions.

The Report on implementation of the National Statistical Programme and activities of the National Statistical Institute in 2013 is worked out in compliance with the Art. 9, p. 6 of the Law on Statistics. 

The report is structured into five sections and presents the implementation of tasks set in NSP 2013 and NSI activities during the past year.
The statistical surveys and activities conducted for the first time in 2013 are listed in the first section. 

The second section includes the results of the implementation of horizontal priorities within the first year of the current Strategy for Development of National Statistical System of the Republic of Bulgaria, 2013 – 2017.
The third section presents the implementation of the activities carried out concerning the production of statistical information by separate thematic domains: demographic and social statistics, macroeconomic statistics, business statistics, agricultural and forestry statistics, multi-domain statistics, IT, statistical infrastructure and other activities.

The fourth section provides resources for the activities of NSI in 2013. 

The fifth section presents the audit assignments of Internal Audit and control work undertaken by the Inspectorate in 2013.

The Strategy for Development of the National Statistical System of the Republic of Bulgaria, 2013 - 2017 shall be developed every five years pursuant to Art. 7, para. 1, item 3 of the Law on Statistics. 
The Strategy has been developed taking into account European objectives and priorities (set out in the European Statistical Programme 2013-2017) and national priorities. 

The Strategy outlines the mission, vision, objectives and priorities of development of the National Statistical System up to 2017. The Strategy is elaborated by NSI, in collaboration with the Bodies of Statistics and BNB.
The first part includes a description of the legal and institutional framework as well as the challenges facing the National Statistical System for the new five-year period (2013 – 2017).
The second part presents the main objectives and horizontal priorities of development for the period 2013 - 2017. 

Part Three focuses on the key factor for the implementation of the Strategy - human and financial resources. The organization and mechanisms for monitoring and control of the implementation of the priorities and objectives are outlined.
Along with the general horizontal priorities for NSS development, each separate statistical thematic field has specific priorities that are related to the methodology development, enrichment of the contents of the existing surveys, implementation of ad-hoc modules and enlargement of the existing surveys, implementation of new surveys and indicators.

The Strategy for development of statistics in the period of 2013-2017 will be accomplished by NSI, Bodies of Statistics and BNB through the implementation of the elaborated action plan. The action plan includes description of the priority directions, deadlines for implementation, expected results and responsible institution.

Financial provision

Sources: 

• Budget of the NSI and other institutions - Bodies of statistics, depending on the capacity of the institutions; 

• EC grants in the field of statistics; 

• Target resources from the state budget. 

Require additional resources from the state budget estimates: 9.6 million BGN
