[image: image1.png]




Voter turnout in national and EU parliamentary elections
	1. Indicator: Voter turnout in national and EU parliamentary elections

	Short Description:
Unit of measurement:
	The indicator expresses share of the population who cast a vote (or 'turn out') at national or European parliamentary elections in the total population having the right to vote. The turnout includes those who cast blank or invalid votes. In Belgium, Luxembourg and Greece, voting is compulsory and in Italy, voting is a civic obligation (no penalty).
Percent

	2. Purpose and relevance of the indicator

	The indicator reflects political participation, and thus provides an indication of the extent to which citizens feel being part of the political process, and of the level of trust in political institutions. Although no linear relationship exists between voter turnout and democratic development, voter turnout is a key aspect of citizens' participation in public affairs at local, national or EU level. A high turnout is generally considered an evidence of the legitimacy of the current system and is related to fundamental principles of sustainable development such as “open and democratic society” and “involvement of citizens”.

	3. Data availability, reference period and update of the data

	Availability: Reference period: Last update:

	Data are available for 2005, 2007, 2009, 2013, 2014 and 2017.
December 2017

	4. Institution responsible for the development of the indicator:

	Central Election Commission, Eurostat


