[image: image1.emf]4.9

4.9

4.9

4.9

5.1

5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2

5.3 5.3 5.3 5.3

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

%


Share of protected natural areas
The indicator presents the share of protected natural areas in the total territory of the country. It is of key importance in relation to measures for ensuring the biodiversity, overall protection and management of natural resources, and avoidance of their excessive exploitation.
The state builds and ensures the functioning and preservation of the system of protected natural areas as a part of the regional and global network of protected areas in accordance with the international contracts of environmental protection to which Bulgaria is a party.
In recent years, the protection of the environment and biodiversity are among the top priorities of Bulgaria. In 2015 the protected natural areas in Bulgaria amounted to 584 530 ha and compared to 2003 an increase was registered. The share of protected natural areas of the country's territory in 2015 amounted to 5.3% and compared to 2003 it increased by 0.4 percentage points.
Data on protected natural areas are provided by Ministry of Environment and Water.
Figure 1. Share of protected natural areas in total territory of the country
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