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Total fertility rate
The crude birth rate ( number of live births per 1 000 persons of the average annual population) decreased from 12.1‰ in 1990 to 7.7‰ in 1997. The last  is the lowest value in the country’s demographic history. However, since 1998 the rate began  to increase and reached 10.7‰ in 2009. Further decrease is registered during the next years and the crude birth rate in 2014  is 9.4 ‰. Compared to the previous year the number of live births in 2015 increased by 1 635.
Crude birth rate in 2015 in urban areas is 9.4 ‰ and in rural - 8.5‰. Compared to 2014, a decrease is registered both in urban and rural areas – each by 0.2‰. The total fertility rate
 is one of the main indicators  characterising the fertility. In the period 1990 - 1997 the average number of live births per woman  decreased continuosly. Since 1998 a smooth increase  is observed and in 2015 the TFR is 1.53.
In general, the fertility of women living in rural areas is higher. The fertility in urban areas decreased from 1.49 in 2009 to 1.44  in 2015, whereas in rural ones it remains almost the same - 1.77 in 2009 and 1.78 in 2015.    
Figure 1. Total fertility rate
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� The average number of children that a woman would bear during her entire fertile period according to the age-specific fertility in the reference year.
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