
Long-term unemployment rate

With regard to sustainable development it is necessary to monitor separately the long-term unemployment, since it increases the risks of social exclusion.

The long-term unemployment rate followed a similar trend as that of the total unemployment rate - between 2003 and 2008 it dropped from 9.0% to 2.9% and then increased to 7.4% in 2013. In  2015 the long-term unemployment rate decreased by 1.3 percentage points from the previous year and stood at 5.6%, being by 1.1 percentage points higher for men than for women (6.1 and 5.0% respectively).
In  2015 the number of long-term unemployed (one or more years) was 187.0 thousand which represented 61.3% of the total number of unemployed persons. 

In Bulgaria the long-term unemployment is gandenerally more frequent among low-educated persons. In  2015 among all unemployed persons with higher education 49.7% were long-term unemployed, while the respective share for the unemployed persons with lower secondary education or less was 67.7%. 
Figure 1. Unemployment rate and long-term unemployment rate
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