
Employment rate

The employment contributes to the economic development, quality of life and social inclusion which are main elements of sustainable development. The employment rate (20 - 64) in one of the headline indicators for measuring the targets in the Europe 2020 
strategy.
The employment rate for the population aged from 20 to 64 years tended to increase during the period 2003 - 2008, rising from 58.0% to 70.7% but after that declined to 62.9% in 2011. During the following years the level of employment has been stabilised and started to increase  achieving 67.1% in  2015.
Figure 1. Employment rates (20 - 64 years of age) in Bulgaria and EU-28
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* Break in series.

As compared to 2008 the employment rate reduced much more for men (by 5.7 percentage points) than for women (by 1.6 percentage points), standing in през 2015 at 70.4 % and 63.8% respectively.
Figure 2. Employment rate (20 - 64 years of age) in Bulgaria by gender
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                 * Break in series.

The biggest decline of the employment rate between 2008 and  2015 was registered for population in the age groups 25 - 34 (by 7.8 percentage points). The employment rate for the age groups 35 - 44 and 45 - 54 dropped by 4.8 percentage points and by 2.9 percentage points respectively, while for the age group 55 - 64 this rate increased by 7.0 percentage points.

The employment is highest among persons having attained tertiary education. In  2015 the employment rates by level of education for the age group 20 - 64 were as follows: 84.0% for tertiary education, 68.3% for upper secondary education and 39.0% for lower secondary education or less.
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