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Livestock density index
	1. Indicator: Livestock density index

	Short Description:
Unit of measurement:
	The livestock density index is the number of livestock units (LSU) per hectare of utilised agricultural area. The LSU is a reference unit which facilitates the aggregation of livestock from various species and ages. The aggregated species in the LSU total, for the purpose of this indicator, are: equidae, cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, poultry and rabbits.
Percent

	2. Purpose and relevance of the indicator

	The indicator is used as a proxy of agricultural intensification in animal husbandry. It implies the degree of pressure exerted on the environment due to livestock, since they can have effects on biodiversity, soil and water quality and landscape. In addition, livestock raising is responsible for a part of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions (methane, carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide). On the other hand, a too low number of livestock in agriculture indicates that the use of organic fertilisers is not possible, and should therefore be seen as a negative indicator.

	3. Data availability, reference period and update of the data

	Availability:
	Data are available for 2003, 2005, 2007,  2010 and 2013

	Reference period:
	According  regulation 1166/2008/ЕU

	Last update:
	December 2017

	4. Institution responsible for the development of the indicator:

	Eurostat


