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Unemployment rate (total, by age groups)
	1. Indicator: Unemployment rate (total, by age groups)

	Short Description:
Unit of measurement:
	The indicator represents the unemployed persons as a share of the total active population. Unemployed are persons aged 15 - 74 who did not work at all during the reference period, were actively seeking work within the preceding four weeks, including the reference period, and were available to start working within two weeks following the reference period. Unemployed are also persons who are not actively seeking work but have found a job to start within the 3 months following the reference period. The total active population (labour force) is the total number of the employed and unemployed population. 
Source: Labour Force Survey.
Percent

	2. Purpose and relevance of the indicator

	The unemployment rate is one of the main sustainable development indicators. High unemployment increases the risk of poverty and social exclusion. Within a context of the Europe 2020 strategy there are a number of initiatives and measures aimed in growing of employment, in particular among vulnerable groups, by encouraging lifelong learning, improving support to those seeking a job, ensuring equal opportunities.


	3. Data availability, reference period and update of the data

	Availability:
	Data are available for the period  2003 - 2016

	Reference period:
	Annual

	Last update:
	December 2017

	4. Institution responsible for the development of the indicator:

	National Statistical Institute
Note: More information on the methodology of the survey and the relevant indicators can be found on the NSI website, in the subject heading "Labour market", Labour Force Survey, subheading Annual data, subsection "Unemployed and unemployment rates".


