R&D expenditure (total, public R&D expenditures and business R&D expenditures)
	1. Indicator: R&D expenditure (total, public R&D expenditures and business R&D expenditures)


	Short Description:
Unit of measurement:

	The indicator is defined as the percentage share of Gross domestic expenditure on research and experimental development (R&D) in GDP. R&D comprises creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge.
Percent of GDP


	2. Purpose and relevance of the indicator


	R&D intensity has essential role for making the transition to a knowledge-based economy as well as for improving production technologies and stimulating growth. The changes of this indicator provide key indications of the future competitiveness and wealth of the country. The adequate level of such intensity commensurate with economic growth and national income is necessary precondition for achieving sustainable development.
The R&D intensity characterizes the scientific and technological development in the country and is also associated with the level of education of the population and the human potential.
Similarly to the level of the population’s education, the R&D intensity has quite substantial implications for the building of an education society and an advanced economy. Research and development, however, cannot advance without good human resources, i.e., a well-educated society. A society that does not invest sufficiently in research and development may only apply research outcomes to a limited extent, thus in fact slowing down the advancement of the entire economy.

	3. Data availability, reference period and update of the data


	Availability:
Reference period:
Last update:

	Data are available for the period 2000 - 2016
Annual
December 2017 (preliminary data for 2016)


	4. Institution responsible for the development of the indicator:


	National Statistical Institute
Note: More information on the methodology of the survey and the relevant indicators can be found on the NSI website, in the subject heading "R&D, Innovations and Information Society"



